Return   Of The   Hero
gandhi arrived in Bombay by the steamer Arabia on January 9,
1915. The Indian leaders did not wait for him to land but met
him on the steamer upon its arrival, and his landing took place, by
permission of the authorities, at the Apollo Bunder — an honour shared
with Royalty, by Viceroys and India's most distinguished sons. He
was met on board by a deputation consisting of Narottam Morarji
Gokuldas, J. B. Petit, B. G. Horniman and others. At the quay he was
received by hundreds of people. It had been proposed that there
should be a public reception at Apollo Bunder and that subsequently
Gandhi and Kasturbai should be taken in procession. But the autho-
rities did not look with favour on this proposal and arrangements for
the reception had to be modified accordingly.
As soon as Gandhi touched/Indian soil, he took to swadeshi dress,
a Kathiawadi cloak, turban and dhoti, all made of Indian mill cloth.
His arrival was widely publicized. In a press interview, he said : "For
the present as Mr. Gokhale has very properly pointed out, I having
been out of India for so long, have no business to form any definite
conclusion about matters essentially Indian, and that I should pass
some time here, as an observer and a student. This I have promised
to do, and I hope to carry out my promise."
Gandhi stayed at Santa Cruz in Revashankar Jhaveri's house.
Though he was living in a suburb of Bombay, the journalists would
not leave him alone. "I propose to remain in India and serve the
motherland for the rest of my days," said Gandhi. The receptions in
Bombay were numerous, and they gave an opportunity to Gandhi
to express his views. There was always something unusual about them,
On January 1 2 a crowded gathering met to honour Gandhi and
Kasturbai. Every community in the city was represented. Over 600
of the elite of Bombay had accepted the invitation and two hundred
more people smuggled themselves into Jehangir Petit's house. In

